
 

  

 
 23 October 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I wanted to send you a letter at the end of what have been two tumultuous weeks. We had 
been delighted to be able to welcome back all our students across all seven year groups in 
September.   One of my subject leaders commented to me, “The school has the usual buzz. 
The smiles on the students’ faces say it all to me. The normality is helping everyone to do their 
best.”  We were equally delighted that, during the first six weeks of this half term, no Covid-
related instances were reported.  However, the last two weeks have placed all of us in a 
position none of us would like to find ourselves in.  I should like to take this opportunity to 
thank you for your ongoing support. 
 
We are extremely hopeful that the forthcoming half-term break will allow things to return to a 
more even keel. We fully intend to open to all students across all year groups when the term 
recommences on Monday 2 November. 
 
During the half-term holiday, a through clean of classrooms and other areas around the school 
site will be undertaken. Equally, work will be undertaken to bring the five classrooms subject to 
severe water damage back into commission. 
 
On Monday 19 October, an interdisciplinary IMT (Incident Management Team) meeting took 
place between the school, representatives from the Essex Local Authority and local members 
of Public Health England. During the course of that meeting, operational objectives were fully 
discussed. I am pleased to report that, following those discussions, all the decisions we have 
taken and the control measures regarding Years 7–11 we have put in place, including 
sanitising and cleaning hands, wearing a face covering in communal areas and physically 
distancing, have been fully supported.  We have been working closely with these other 
agencies and I should like to take this opportunity to assure that we have, at all times, followed 
the guidance that we have received.  
 
You may have noticed that we have introduced a new facility on the Home page of the 
school’s website. If you need to notify the school that your child has received a positive test 
result for Covid-19, there is a link to a declaration form that you can submit directly to the 
school.  
 
We are constantly reviewing our contingency plans for home learning. I am now in a position 
to confirm that we shall be moving over to Google Classrooms as soon as practical.  
 
Please be assured that our number one priority has been, is and will remain to be the health, 
safety and wellbeing of all the members of our school community, staff, students, parents and 
carers. We will continue to keep you informed with updates of any further developments and 
any actions that may be required. 



 

  

We will continue to work with Essex County Council and Public Health England to avoid at all 
cost any further partial year group closure.  Your help and support is truly appreciated during 
this very difficult and challenging time for us all.  
 
Finally, I wish you all a safe and restful half-term holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr Lee Brumby 
Headteacher 
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