
 
 

 
 

A new approach to e-safety for Mayflower High School as 
they join a nationwide peer education programme 

 

Pupils from Mayflower High School are set to become Digital Leaders after joining an innovative new 

internet safety programme from UK charity, Childnet International. 
 

Launching in September 2015, the Childnet Digital Leaders Programme aims to empower young 

people to champion digital citizenship and digital creativity within their schools and to educate their 

peers, parents and teachers about staying safe online. 
 

By signing up to the programme Mayflower High School will join an exciting online community, 

where they will access training and support from Childnet’s expert team, record achievements, and 

collaborate and share inspiration with schools across the UK. Supported by Facebook and the 

European Union, the programme will also give young people opportunities to engage with leading 

technology companies and have a say in creating a better internet for the future. 
 

As Mr Smalley from Mayflower High School says: 
 

“We have signed up to the programme to put our pupils at the heart of our school’s approach to e-

safety.  Certainly, for children the internet is a whole exciting world of knowledge, fun, games, 

interest, education and entertainment. However, this programme is designed to empower 

pupils, their parents and carers, and staff in joining an effective alliance to protect the whole 

school community from online digital dangers”. 

By  harnessing  the  power  of  youth  voice  Childnet’s  new  programme  will  help  the school 

strengthen their e-safety provision. 
 

In 2014 school inspectors in the UK set out that  outstanding e-safety practice in schools involves the 

active  involvement  and  leadership  of  young  people,  but  evaluation  data  from  the  school  self- 

assessment tool 360 Degree Safe found that while this is improving year on year, it is still one of the 

weakest areas of e-safety provision in schools. As CEO of Childnet, Will Gardner, explains the 

programme will help schools like Mayflower High School work towards an outstanding whole school 

community approach to e-safety. 
 

“This year Childnet turns twenty and we’re excited to be launching a new youth programme, which 

will help build a new approach to e-safety, putting young people at the heart of the solution. We have 

been piloting this programme over the last year, with support from Facebook, and the impact of the 

programme is clear - from safer online behaviours of pupils to the involvement of young people in 

developing e-safety policies and wider." 
 

-Ends- 
 

For general enquiries please contact Mr J Smalley, Assistant Headteacher, Mayflower High School, 
01277623171 

http://www.childnet.com/new-for-schools/childnet-digital-leaders-programme/
http://dwn5wtkv5mp2x.cloudfront.net/downloads/resources/Ofsted_-_Inspecting_e-safety.pdf
http://swgfl.org.uk/news/Files/Documents/Online-Safety-Services/360-Report-2014-Online-Safety-Policy-and-Practice
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Notes to editor 
 

About Childnet 
 

Childnet is a UK-based charity set up to empower children, families and schools in the digital age, and 

its vision is to make the internet a great a safe place for children. Launching in 1995, just two years 

after the public launch of the open web, it has stayed at the cutting edge of the latest tech trends by 

speaking to thousands of children, young people, parents, carers and school staff face-to-face each 

year. Childnet has created a number of innovative resources, from the recently launched app version 

of its celebrated children’s storybook, Digiduck’s Big Decision, to resources for young people with 

autism spectrum disorders. In 2010 Childnet was appointed by the European Commission as the UK 

Safer Internet Centre, together with SWGfL and IWF. In this role Childnet helps to coordinate Safer 

Internet Day, which has grown tenfold in the last four years, and in 2014 reached a quarter of UK 

children. Childnet is a key voice in policy discussions about creating a better internet for young people, 

and is on the Executive Board of the UK Council for Child Internet Safety and is the only European 

organisation on Facebook’s Safety Advisory Board. 
 

All of Childnet’s resources are available at  www.childnet.com. 
 

More information about the Childnet Digital Leaders Programme is available at 

www.childnet.com/digital-leaders. 
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