
 

 

Key Stage 3 Curriculum and Assessment – Briefing Paper 

In light of the changes to the KS3 National Curriculum and the ending of a national system of 

formative assessment based on levels the school is working through the following changes: 

 From September 2014 to July 2016 the English and Mathematics departments are 

developing a transitional approach taking into account the new GCSEs and working 

backwards to analyse what KS3 students in each group have already covered and what they 

will need to cover to succeed at GCSE 

 Other departments are preparing their own transitional curriculum to take into account 

cohorts who will have had no exposure to the new KS2 curriculum – i.e. the current Year 6 

(2014-15) and who will have missed elements of the new KS3 curriculum i.e. the current 

Year 8 & 9 (2014-15) 

 Students are being prepared for longer, terminal examinations with more extended writing 

and a greater emphasis on the accuracy and fluency of written English.  As a school we are 

analysing the capacity of our staff to cope with these challenges.  Planned CPD for the 

academic year takes into account these training needs. 

 At KS3, end of year formal, summative examinations will take place in all Year groups.  This 

will further prepare our students for the increased rigour or more demanding terminal 

examinations at GCSE level. 

 Whilst there remains uncertainty regarding possible future nationally prescribed systems, 

the school will continue to use levels at KS3 as part of its formative and summative 

assessment practices.  These are well known by students and parents and currently still form 

the basis of an end of KS3 target based on prior performance in Year 6. 

 The school has developed its own in-house system of tracking student progress at KS3.  This 

similarly is based around old NC levels. 

 Each subject area is developing its own My Response Is (MRI) strategy where-by students 

are held accountable for responding to formative targets set in written work by changing 

work practices in subsequent pieces of work. 

 


